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Nagpoor, during the season 181C-17, will be given
in the following chapter. The operations against
the fort of Hutras in the Dooab, as tliey had con-
siderable effect in calming the public mind of the
native population of our own western provinces,
and preparing them for the events that were to
follow, will here find its proper place of notice.
Soon after the Supreme Government had deter-
mined on the suppression of the predatory bands,
indeed before the close of the month of December,
the continued contumacy of Dya Ham and Bhug-
wunt Singh, two zemindars of the Dooab, was
brought particularly under the notice of Lord
Hastings and the council, together with some fur-
ther recent acts of unprovoked aggression upon
peaceable residents within the Agra district. The
rank of both these chieftains was that of mere
talookdars, or renters of portions of land, but they
held very strong forts; and the government/ on
Jtos acquisition of the province from Sindheea, the
possessions of both lying in the Uleegurh district,
behaved towards them with its usual consideration,
and, so long as their quota of revenue was regularly
paid, a strict conformity with the equalizing laws
of our system was not enforced upon them. Pre-
suming upon this moderation, and upon the
strength of their fortresses of Hutras and Moor-
son, they both levied arbitrary duties, harboured
thieves and robbers, and, disregarding the autho-